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The College is committed to improving the English language proficiency of students for whom English is a second or other 
language and to meeting the requirements in this area as set out by the regulatory body. This Policy sets out the College’s 
approach to:

•	English language proficiency requirements and assessment for admission to the College’s programs;

DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS

“NSWIET” means New South Wales Institute of Education and Training.

“College” means New South Wales Institute of Education and Training.

“Course requirements” means the minimum number of subjects that a student is required to enrol in during a Study Period 
to maintain a full time study load. The course requirements will vary from course to course and may be reduced where the 
intervention strategy has been activated.

“CRICOS” means the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students as prescribed by section 10 
of the Education Services for Overseas Students Act 200 (Cth).

“ELICOS” means English Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students.

“ESOS Act” means the Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000.

“GE” means a General English course

“IELTS” means International English Language Testing System.

“National Code” means the National Code of Practice for Providers of Education and Training to Overseas Students 2018.

“Overseas Student” means a person (whether within or outside Australia) who holds a student visa as defined by the ESOS Act.

“EPT” means NSWIET English Placement Test (in both electronic and paper formats)

“Policy” means this English Language Proficiency Policy.

“Study period” means: 1 term, or where the course is 1 term in length or shorter, 2 consecutive subjects.

“VET” means vocational education and training.

1. PRINCIPLES

1.1 Through its student recruitment processes the College ensures that students are able to meet the language demands of 
their course of study. However, entry standards such as IELTS (International English Language Testing System) scores and other 
English proficiency test results are starting points for academic and professional literacy development, rather than end- points.

1.2 The College has adopted a proactive approach to English language support by assessing all students either on application 
or entry.

1.3 The College provides a supportive social and academic environment which promotes students’ oral, as well as written, 
language development.

1.4 The College recognises that language development is integral to the development of discipline-based knowledge. All 
teaching/training staff, therefore, share the responsibility for teaching the English language skills of their specific discipline 
areas to the students in their courses.

1.5 The College encourages students to take responsibility for their own language development by taking advantage of 
learning resources which are offered, and acting on feedback, so that they strengthen and extend their language knowledge 
and skills.

1.6 The College recognises that English language competence and communication are essential attributes for all students. 
English language skills are developed and maintained through systematic integration within curriculum design, assessment 
practices and course delivery.

1.7 The College is committed to meeting the requirements of relevant regulatory frameworks in relation to English language 
entry and Course Requirements.

PREAMBLE
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2. ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS AND EQUIVALENCES

2.1 All students must be sufficiently competent in the English language to participate effectively in their chosen course of study.

2.2 English language entry requirements must be met by all students in English for Specific Purposes or vocational courses 
prior to admission.

2.3 Student visa requirements must also be met. These may be specific in relation to English language requirements at 
admission.

2.4 Examples of accepted equivalences for English language proficiency may include:
•	 If a student has successfully completed an English Language course with an Australian educational institution exiting 

at an Upper Intermediate level; OR
•	 If a student has undertaken at least 5 years’ prior study in an educational institution from selected countries where 

English was the medium of instruction ; OR
•	 If a student has successfully completed at least 6 months of study in an Australian higher education institution.

2.5 Students who cannot provide evidence of their English language proficiency (for example, in the form of an IELTS result) 
must take NSWIET’s English Placement test and achieve the required result, in order to prove their proficiency.

2.6. In order to be accepted at the NSW Institute of Education and Training from Certificate IV to Advanced Diploma courses, 
students must demonstrate to have at least CEFR level B2, upper-intermediate level of English. That means that students 
should be able to obtain at least 51 points as their total score, in order to be equivalent to IELTS 5.5 and TOEFL 87. The grading 
system for the NSWIET Placement test is as follows:

NSWIET EPT 
TOTAL POINTS

CEFR LEVEL DESCRIPTION

A11-30

31-40

TOEFL IELTS

41-50

51-60

61-70

A2

B1

B2

C1

Beginner

Elementary

Intermediate

Upper 
Intermediate

Advanced

N/A

N/A

57-86

87-99

100-109

N/A

N/A

4.0-5.0

5.5-6.0

6.5-7.5

Understands familiar everyday words, expressions, and very 
basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete 
type.

Understands sentences and frequently used expressions 
(personal and family information, shopping, local geography, 
employment)

Understands the main points of clear, standard input on familiar 
matters regularly encountered in work, school, & leisure.

Understands the main ideas of complex text or speech on both 
concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in 
his field of specialisation.

Understands a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and 
recognises implicit or nuanced meanings.

2.7 If an applicant has met all other admission requirements but does not meet the requirements for English language, 
the applicant will be recommended to attend general English classes at one of our partner schools, until the required 
level is achieved.

2.8 Students will be allowed to enrol in one of NSWIET’s courses upon obtaining the required minimum level of English 
language proficiency.

3. WHAT RECORDS DO WE KEEP?

All results are recorded on the English Placement Test spreadsheet. The Academic Manager and Test markers record all test 
results on this. The admissions department record test results on the Student Management System.

4. WHAT DO I SAY TO THE STUDENT?

Student failed English Placement Test:
•	Advise students of the required English level (or IELTS score equivalent) for the course they wish to study.
•	Tell them that their test showed that they need --- weeks of English
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•	Refer students to one of the partner English schools.

Student passed the online or paper-based EPT:
•	Congratulations! Your test results show that you are ready for the VET course you have chosen.
•	Give them instructions on how to enrol in the course 

Student did not pass the online or paper-based EPT:

Advise students of the required English level (or IELTS score equivalent) for the course they wish to study. Tell them that their 
test showed that they need --- weeks of English before their course.

Give them instructions on how to enrol in their package.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

This document references the following legislation, regulations, codes and standards:

RELEVANT LEGISLATION/CODES/STANDARDS

Commonwealth National Code of Practice for Providers of Education and Training to Overseas Students 
2018 Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000 (Cth)
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